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The next wave 
Grundlg's 
GDR710DABIP 
Includes an 
IPoddock. 

Nick Ross reviews the pros and cons of the digital radios on the market today. 

I 
t's not cheap buying into digital radio as each 
device is, in effect, a computer that decodes 
the digital signal. There are heaps on the 
market and prices vary wildly, so here are 

some tips and recommendations. 
Much is made about digital's high audio quality 

but remember that nothing will sound great on a 
small mono speaker. 

The main benefit ofbuying a small digital radio 
is to get access to features that are unavailable with 
regular AM and FM equivalents, such as digital
only channels and the ability to tune in by looking 
at a station list. 

The main exception is for people who usually 
listen to AM stations-the improvement in these 
stations' digital audio quality is like comparing 
VHStoDVD. 

Some digital radios pick up FM signals but none 
receive AM; as most FM and AM stations are 
simulcast digitally, this is unlikely to be an issue. 

There's a wealth of features tQ.Consider. 
Headphone jacks and preset buttons are 
ubiquitous but not all radios have "line in" ports 
(for plugging in your mp3 player) or "line out" 
ports (for attaching separate speakers). The 
screens vary in quality greatly: some have fine
grained graphics while others can't scroll text 

without it being illegible. Some allow you to pause 
and rewind live radio but we've yet to see one in 
Australia that records it. 

If you want accessories, choose Pure: you can 
buy things such as extra speakers (to convert mono 
to stereo), remote controls, rechargeable battery 
packs and iPod docks. 

Finally, note that there are still some regular DAB 
(not DAB+) models on the market. These were 
imported from countries with existing digital radio 
and worked with initialAustralian test broadcasts. 
They're incompatible with DAB+. 

Digital radio models can be split loosely into 
several categories (some of which overlap). There 
are basic models that concentrate on playing 
radio. There are vintage-style retro models that do 
this too. Alarm clock radios are designed to sit next 
to your bed and there are enough radios with iPod 
docks to justify their own category. Internet radios 
with media streamers can play internet radio and 
pod casts from around the world, as well as music 
from your computer. Car radios sound attractive 
but there's minimal choice in Australia. This leaves 
the "other" category to sweep up the leftovers. 

Here we review selected models from each 
category. All of the following products are available 
from major retailers unless stated otherwise. 

BASIC DIGITAL RADIOS 
The Bush BR10DAB+ costs $169, which 
isn't an inconsiderable sum, yet it's one 
of the cheapest digital radios. 

It's small and plastic with a mono 
speaker and can function with four AA 
batteries. The two-line text display is 
functional but hopeless 
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for scrolling. However, it's easy to use 
and, despite having only a solitary 1 W 
speaker, provided quality that was fine 
for a kitchen or study. It just looks and 
feels a bit cheap. 

Sangean's DPR-99+ costs $279 but 
arguably looks cheaper than the Bush. 
It's available in black or white and 
delivers audio similar to the Bush. It can 
recharge batteries when plugged in but 
that's a huge premium to pay. 

Forjust$20more, Roberts' Ecologic 
4 radio ($299 from multipowered 
products.com.au) doesn't have a 
separate power pack and its specialised 
circuitry consumes less electricity 
because of it. However, you need six D 
batteries if you want to make use of the 
150-hour battery life. 

But there's much to power. It has 
stereo 3W speakers, meaning audio 
quality really comes out like CD. Music 
actually has some good punch and 
reasonable bass. 

The big two-line digital display is easy 
to read and the buttons and knobs feel 
very high-quality. 

It looks good, sounds good, is easy to 
use and is great value at $299. 

However, if you wanted to step up 
further, there's the Pure EVOKE-25. 
The 2S has stereo speakers (the 1S has 
just one) plus two tweeter speakers and 
delivers 30W of audio output. It's 
no tic~ ably the best sounding "basic" 
radio, with incredible punch and fully 
rounded audio. It allows you to pause 
and rewind up to 15 minutes of 
broadcast content, as well as pause and 
rewind the scrolling text. 

The maple-veneer looks won't be for 
everyone but our main concern is the 
price: at $699 it's not $400 better than 
the Roberts. 
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RETRO 
RADIOS 
Retro-styled 
digital radios 
look gorgeous 
with their 
vintage-styled 
wood and 
leather trim. 
Advanced 
features may be 
lacking but 
they ooze 
desirability. 

Grundlg's 
GDR700DAB 

is reasonably 
priced at $250 

and is simple to use. 
There are no advanced features but its 
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wood panelling and cloth-covered speakers 
look good. We'd like a bit more bass from its 
two 3W speakers, though. 

Pure's EVOKE Mlo leather-clad radios 
come in a variety of gorgeous colours, from 
chocolate brown to pale pink. It has the 
innards of an Evoke-IS but with the optional 
rechargeable battery built in. The screen is 
excellent and the 7W speaker sounds good. It 
would be the one to buy but we expect the 
price, when announced, to turn people off. 

It's not released yet but keep an eye out for 
Roberts' forthcoming DAB+ vintage radio 
(multipoweredproducts.com.au). Its 
predecessors have been enjoyed by the 
Queen and you can expect the ability to 
pause and rewind live broadcasts. The DAB 
model was a joy to use and we'd wait until the 
DAB+ arrives before buying a retro model. 

I POD DOCK RADIOS 
Having an integrated iPod dock is 
useful if you have one of the world's 
most popular mp3 players. Not only 
does it charge your iPod but a 
remote control should allow control 
across the room. 

Grundlg's GDR710DABIP looks 
more "dedicated dock" than "radio", 
as the iPod sits in front of the 2W 
stereo speakers. It 
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looks and feels too plastic for our 
liking and the button labels are 
tricky to see in low light. 

It's portable .. . ify~u add six 
C-size batteries. Voice broadcasts 
sound muddy and music lacks 
bass, so we can't recommend it. 

ALARM CLOCK 
RADIOS 

Other digital radios (often with 
iPod docks) are those designed as 

alarm clock radios. You can tell this by 
their small size, multiple alarms and 
"snooze" buttons. 

world's internet radio stations as well as 
music from your computer. 

The cheapest offers all 
manner of features 
while undercutting 
most of the models that 
have less specifications. 

August 3-9, 2009 3 

computer network socket, too. Its 
solitary speaker could have 

sounded punchier but it 
looks much better than 
the feature-rich Kogan. 

Pure's Chronos I Dock isn't cheap at $449 
and you don't get a big radio for your money. 
It's small and triangular, with two respectable 
SW speakers and a big, easy-to-read display 
that dims automatically in a dark bedroom. 
There's a small basic remote and you can plug 
in an mp3 player at the front. 

Kogan's WIFI Digital 
Radio costs just $199 
from kogan.com.au 
thanks to the company's 
direct -selling model, 
which cuts out shops. 
The mono 7W speaker is 
adequate and the 
features (including iPod 
dock and unique USB 
storage device playback) 

Pure Chronos IDock. 

Roberts' Stream 
202 ($499at 
multipowered 
products.com.au) 
rounds off this 
selection. The chassis 
is similar to the 
Ecologic but it has Wi
Fi, a network port, a 
superior screen and 
controls. It sounds 

Amazingly, it doesn't come with a proper 
antenna-just a wire. We struggled to get any 
digital signal at all. You can play with the 
displayed text but that's the main digital 
benefit. Overpriced and disappointing. 
Revo's Uno DAB+is $150 less, does the same 
things and is not much better. 

As such, we don't recommend buying a 
cross-breed digital radio-cum -iPod dock. 
Buy them separately and you get much better 
quality. In fact, the only time they're an 

attractive buy is when they are part of 
our next category ... 

MEDIA-STREAMING 
DIGITAL RADIOS 
These are the all-singing, all
dancing radios that really 
embrace what digital has to offer. 

Not only do theyworkwith 
the digital signal, they can play 

most of the 

Pure AVANTI Flow. 

all work well. 
It doesn't look particularly exciting and 

scrolling is poor on the display but it's easy to 
use and a steal at this price. 

Revo's I Blick is designed like a clock radio 
but with built-in Wi-Fi. It also has aniPod 
dock and line in and line out ("RCA-style" 
red-and-white sockets), so you can use its 
speakers or attach external ones. It looks 
good but sounds modest. It's not enough to 
justify the $449 price tag. 

Uppingtheanteis Pure's EVOKE Flow, 
which looks fantastic with its piano-black 
and chrome-trim ch.assis and high
resolution yellow readout. Everything is 
controlled by four touch buttons and two 
knobs. There are 3.5-millimetre line in and 
out jacks and options include Pure's iPod 
dock, rechargeable battery and secondary 
7W speaker (for stereo playback). These all 
cost extra, though. 

It's the services, however, that make 
this a winner. PureSOUNDS lets 
you play noises such as seagulls, 
thunderstorms, guitar tuning 
and heartbeats to help babies 

sleep. Integration with 
Pure's "The Lounge" 
website means finding 
internet radio stations and 
scheduling their recording 
and playback is a breeze. 

The speaker could handle 
bass better but it's only the 
$699 price tag that bothers us: 
it's more than double what's 
charged in Britain. 

The same is true of the $999 
Pure AVANTI Flow. This has 
similar features plus an iPod dock 
and far superior speakers: 75W of 
output including a subwoofer. It's 

the best -sounding radio of all but 
the price is high. 

By contrast, Lako's OXX Digital costs only 
$299 but looks high -quality with its black and 
silver trim. There's line in and out ports and a 

great, looks good and is 
easytouse. The 

$100-dearer EVOKE, however, will tempt 
some people away. 

OTHER RADIOS 
The Revo Pi co DAB+ is another internet
enabled radio but it also has a built -in 
rechargeable battery. A unique feature is the 
rubber flaps covering its sockets, meaning 
it's splash-proof should you want it by the 
bath or pool. It also lets you pause live 
broadcasts, meaning it has a good feature set 
for $449. Unfortunately, its feeble speaker 
lets it down badly. 

Elsewhere, Sanqean's WFT·1D+ ($600) 
doesn't bother offering speakers-it's a hi-fi 
component. It's got Wi-Fi and a computer 
network port but why would you buy a hi-fi
quality digital radio when it's only got an 
analogue output? 

CAR DIGITAL RADIO 
If this was the US, this list would be long. 

Sadly, the US uses an incompatible digital 
system, which leaves us with one choice, 
the $299 Pure Highway. This clips to your 

windscreen like a GPS but will need a 
po~er cable (or two M batteries that last for 
six hours) and another cable for the 

windscreen
mounted 
antenna. If you 
connect it to 
your car stereo 
(also via a cable) 
that will make an 
unsightly three. 

However, you 
can use its FM 
transmitter to 
broadcast through 
your car's stereo. 

A "quickScan" feature finds empty PM slots 
but in cities you'll find this changes 
frequently and continually tuning in your FM 
radio is a pain. Outside cities there's no digital 
coverage. This all seriously limits the appeal 
of the Highway. 
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